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Dear ^om, Aircraft noise clip 8/20/74 

In the batch of clips tlmt you sent and I got yesterday is an unidentified 
one from what look 3 like the Po3t and is from theManchester Guardian, datelined 
bond on. 

It quotes a Dr. Colin Herridge on lilgh-decibel noise and his conclusions 
that may or may not be of his but are three attributed hi to him in the final 
paragraph. 

Of these onei is the "evocation of fear by jet engines whoso scream resembles 
a cry of distress or pain." 

I may have seen this or something like it in the past, may have it in my files, 
but I do not recall it and I do agree with it based on ray farming experiences. 

What is reported where there is little spaoe may not be a fari reflection of 
whatever the doctor said, learned or believes. Perhaps he i3 an exception. 

Prom ray reading of the past all these guys are unwilling to go farthur than 
they can duplicate in rats or on which they can quote what they regard or they 
believe others will regard as competent authority. They stick pretty much to where 
they can put a meter and record and cite a figure, Nobody doesn't agree anymore 
that over a certain (and entirely artflsfical in some cases) decibel reading there 
is harm expectable. The last "threshold" I recall is 85. However, even this reading 
is artificial. And Herridge is using exceptional cases, where the perceieved noise 
and the recordable noise are extremely high. l*on't be deceived by this., 

Where tills story says "Sen were relatively unaffected by noise but women over 
45 were particularly susceptible and more so if they wore not living with their 
husbands" it is both confusing and misleading and absolutely oorreot. The misleading 
part is in saying that men aron(t affected." What this means is not what it says. 

It does not mean that the imppiiment of hearing, for example, is a difference. It 
13 restricted to the emotional and there I believe it is correct. The situation of 
women and men under these conditions can't be compared. Women have it much rougher 
and the tipping of the balance by the noise can account for what he observed. 

Where this and just about all the literature is deficient is in not going into 
associations. You’ll not find any British studios, for example, on those who have 
moved from near these airports and a comparison of them with the norms of their 
neighbors. More /sola ted is the case of one who has a reason to hang onto an association 
with the noise. Like Pavlov’s dogs. 

This is where you phoned about Leiser’s letter and the Rife quotes by Huie and 
Frank. My mind is off this jow. Let me give you a generality s Maybe a couples 

The decibel level is an minimal indication and there can be damage, physicaly 
and psychological, at much lower than the 30 -called danger levels. The emotional is 
leas well recognized and even the physical is resisted by competeation boards. 

The dxperts play it safe. They stick to broken pathpor their lab3. Some of them 
are authentic experts whose writing indicate a much broader perception and belief that 
they are willing to make explicit. £ don't know of one willing to become involved 
in ground-breaking or what he may believe his peers will not approve. Their ivory 
towers mean all to them. One of many and perhaps not the best examples is one not too 
far from here. I phoned him and left an unanswered message. They I dropped in on him, 
we conversed bribffly, he wanted a German research pftper I had and he didn't even know 
about (schreckmauser, linguist), I sent it, he hasn t returned it and he hasn’t even 
acknoiiedged it.When I saw him I wantedM him to be-a witness, % was too busy on a 
book to be a witness in hi 3 own city. And in his own field and where he could establish 
mi 3 medioine as law. This is the kind they are. Take their ivory towers and they'll 
create a blanket shortage (baby size). Best, 


